exclusively to address its founders' common interests in college reading (see Stahl & Smith-Burke's article in this issue). Such historical awareness is more than just interesting; it is a potentially enlightening thread in the complex and intertwined tapestry of literacy research over time. In addi-J L R tion, Moore, Monaghan, and Hartman (1997) have pointed out the pitfalls Reinking, of conducting literacy research in a historical vacuum. As they argued, not Hynd, 6-only does historical knowledge protect us from an "unbecoming ignorance" Oldfather but from reinventing or spinning our wheels without the forward progress we seek. Another reason for JLR to focus retrospectively on 30 years of the journal relates to the archival function of any academic journal. The main function of an academic journal is to serve future scholars as an accessible archival record of peer-reviewed research and scholarship within its disciplinary borders. Although that is usually accomplished by publishing a steady stream of peer-reviewed articles reporting research, we believe that a pause to step back and examine the ebb and flow of scholarship in its historical context over an extended period is consistent with that mission. In that sense, we hope that this anniversary issue will itself become an important archival artifact, providing insight into where we have been, where we are, and where we are or ought to be going.
Certainly today, researchers understand the importance of context in interpreting data, whether it be qualitative or quantitative. We believe this anniversary issue will contribute to contextualizing published literacy research itself. It does so in at least two ways. First, the articles included in this issue contextualize the research published in JLR/JRB by examining trends and influences reflected in the pages of the journal over 30 years. That is the particular focus of the articles by McKenna and Robinson and by Guzzetti, Anders, and Neuman. Second, as reflected mainly in the articles by Hoffman, Duffy, Pearson, and Smith-Burke and by Stahl and SmithBurke, the research reported in the journal over the previous 30 years can be contextualized within the history of NRC, its parent organization. For 30 years, the journal has played a vital role in the activities of NRC. Certainly too, as the latter two articles document, the NRC has been a prominent forum for steering the agenda of literacy research. In one sense, then, understanding the journal, its influence, and its contents cannot be fully achieved without an understanding of NRC and its history.
In that sense, we hope this anniversary issue will be a useful resource for those interested in the journal, for those longtime and newer NRC members who want to know the history of the organization and its journal, and for those who wish to contemplate the long-term trajectory of literacy research and to take stock of its role and influence. In the latter case, we hope that this issue may itself become data, perhaps for a future researcher try-ing to understand the literacy research of today as well as how we got to where we are. Although JLR/JRB is only one of the major outlets for literacy research, it is undoubtedly one of the most important ones, especially given the central status of NRC among literacy researchers.
Another benefit of taking a historical perspective is that it allows us the J L R opportunity to discover pleasing ironies and coincidences. For example, Editorial one added stimulus for us to undertake producing this anniversary issue was our admittedly serendipitous discovery that coincidentally, Larry Hafner, the journals first editor was also at the University of Georgia. In fact, the first cover of the journal lists its sponsor as the University of Georgia and the National Reading Conference (see Stahl & Smith-Burke's article in this issue for an explanation). We are pleased and proud that our university has played a significant role in the journal at both its inception and now 30 years later. We think NRC members will especially enjoy reading the retrospective accounts of most of the living past presidents included in this issue. Cumulatively and individually, their remembrances are full of rich detail about not only the larger issues that have shaped NRC but about the personal interactions and subtleties that give the organization and its work a distinctly human face.
Reaching a milestone is also an opportunity to celebrate hard work and accomplishments that have allowed the milestone to be reached. For example, considering the 30 years that JLR/JRB has been published, it is mind boggling to estimate the number of hours spent conducting the research; writing, revising, reviewing, and editing the text on its pages; and producing the final printed and bound product. It is perhaps difficult for those who have not been intimately involved in the production of a scholarly journal to know and appreciate the enormity of the hours-to-text ratio, which must routinely exceed any other type of publication.
Clearly important in celebrating the quality and impact of any journal, however, are its contributors. A research journal is only as good as the quality of the research and writing of those who support it by selecting it as an outlet for their best work. The contributors to this anniversary issue are a case in point. Each authoring team represented in the following pages responded to an open call for proposals to develop manuscripts for the anniversary issue, often doing so with the realization that this project would distract them from their primary research interests. Those familiar with their scholarly work and their dedicated service to NRC will quickly recognize their qualifications. After their proposals were accepted, they all met tight deadlines for submitting drafts and revisions. They were all gracious in accepting our editorial feedback and in some cases feedback from external reviewers. Throughout this process, they remained enthusiastic about the anniversary issue. We wish to commend them and extend our thanks for their cooperation and hard work, NRC and the field owe them a debt for their dedication to this project.
Finally, it is worth mentioning and celebrating that JLR today remains true to its roots. As more and more academic journals are being turned JLR overtocommercialandfor-profitpublishersjLRContinuestobeproduced Reinking, "in-house" by the NRC as it has from the beginning, NRC manages all asHynd, & pects of its production without any interference from commercial interOldfather ests or goals. That it does, again reflects the best values of NRC, its parent organization, which was founded on uninhibited dialog about literacy research and whose members frequently reach into their own pockets to support the organization. Although this first issue has been designated as the anniversary issue and focuses on the journal's past, in future issues we intend to editorialize about the future of the journal in light of some current trends in research and academic publishing. Especially during this 30 th anniversary year, we invite readers to join us in our reflections. As always, we welcome participation in an open dialog, formally by submitting letters to the editors or commentaries, or less formally through E-mail addressed to us at the journal [jlr@coe.uga.edu] or for members by posting messages to the NRC listserv [nrcemail@asuvm.inre.asu.edu].
